SHEEP'S   BIT,  Jasione montana L.

323. Sheep's Bit, Jasione montana L. (X 1); annual or bi-
ennial, up to about 1 ft. high; stems branched from the base,
loosely clothed with white bristly hairs; leaves alternate, sessile,
narrowly oblong, lanceo-
jjlate, with wavy margins,
loosely covered with long
bristly hairs on both sur-
faces; flowers (B, X 4)
on short stalks and
collected into a small
rounded head on a long
peduncle, surrounded by
2 or 3 rows of broadly
ovate-triangular bracts
(A, X 2), toothed on the
margin and clothed with
a few bristly hairs; calyx-
tube united with the
ovary, divided into 5
narrow lobes; corolla
$>ale blue, deeply divided
into 5 very narrow seg-
ments; stamens (C, X 4)
5; anthers united at the
base into a ring, with very
broad filaments fringed
with hairs; ovary below
the calyx (inferior); style
slender; fruit a capsule
opening at the top by 2
valves; seeds very small, shining (family Campatwlaceae).

In heathy pastures mainly in light soils, flowering from June
to September; widely distributed in Europe and as far east as the
Caucasus,

In well-grown specimens a head contains 100-200 blue flowers,
the corollas of which are divided nearly to their base into '
5 narrow lobes, so that the nectar secreted on the top of the
ovary is accessible to insects of the most varied kind. In a
young stage the end of the style is covered with closely set erect
jjiairs as in Campanula, and these receive the pollen, which is
"released in the bud-stage and pushed out by the growing style.
After that the stigmas open out and become receptive to pollen.
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